NEWSTEAD PRIMARY SCHOOL

Newsletter November 2024

Welcome Back

Welcome back. Hope you all had
a lovely October half-term. This
half-term is the busiest in the
school year so please keep up to
date with what is happening,
especially leading up to
Christmas by looking at the
dates opposite or using the
calendar section on the school
website.
www.newstead.notts.sch.uk

A copy of this newsletter can
also be found on the homepage.

Please ensure you read the
information further on in the
newsletter regarding
attendance.

Sports competitions.

As you know from the
September newsletter, this year
we are part of GHD Active
Games which allows our children
to represent the school in
various sports competitions.
Last half term some children
took part in quicksticks hockey
and futsal competitions.



http://www.newstead.notts.sch.uk/

This half term the competitions are:

e KS1indoor athletics competition,
e ¥Yr3/4 indoor athletics competition
e KS2 indoor dodgeball competition.

Some of the children will be chosen to represent the school and letters will be sent out to those
children who are selected.

T and S Heating ﬁ‘l .' I:

The school has made a link with T and S heating through the schools PTA. HEATING LTD

TRADING SINCE 1974

T and S heating have very kindly donated sports kits for the children so when
they do represent the school in a sports competition, they will all have the same
kit. They have donated t-shirts, shorts, socks, hoodies, tracksuit bottoms and high visability vests.
We would like to thank them for their very generous donation and we hope the children take pride in
wearing them when they go to sports competitions.

15" Admission Open Days
Is your child, or do you know of any children that are due to start full-time school in September

2025? We have two open day events planned. There is no need to book, just come and have a look at
the times stated below.

EVFS Open Day
Thursday 7 November 4pm-5pm
Wednesday 13t November 2pm-3pm



Children in Need

Children in Need is back for 2024 on Friday 15™ November. As we do every year we will be
supporting this charity. The theme continues to be SPOTacular. On this day the children can come
dressed in fancy dress if they wish to or in hon-school uniform. Fancy dress may be any 'spotty’

outfit, pyjamas or any fancy dress the children may have.

WE'RE SUPPORTING

We are asking for a £1 donation for fancy dress or ooE ol
non-school uniform. We will be selling toast and juice c,':,";?;%%" :}i’;
on this day, 20p per slice of toast and 10p for juice.

L

Attendance - Willow Class

Congratulations o WILLOW Class who are the best attending class in the
school. Every Friday in the Aim High assembly we announce the best attending

class of the week. Willow Class have amazingly won this 5 weeks out of the 6 *
weeks that this was awarded last half term. More amazingly this has also been 100% =

100% attendance each time. Well done Willow Class - keep it up!!l ATTENDANCE

We also have 42 out of the 104 children in the school that currently have 100% attendance - well
done to all of you.

Attendance Reward Assembly
At the end of this term, we will be holding an attendance assembly, where we will be celebrating

those children who have achieved good attendance this term. Children will receive a certificate for
'good’ attendance if their attendance is 96% or above. Children who have 100% attendance at the
end of the term will also receive a certificate. If they continue to achieve 100% attendance for the
whole school year they will also receive a bowling trip in July 2025.

New Attendance Policy

Please find a link below to the new attendance policy below.

https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/newstead-primary-
school/UploadedDocument/778a68a7-61bf-49dc-8225-dbcca4cbad59/19-attendal
There are certain aspects that have changed this year in line with new Dfe policy and legislation, the
points I would like to draw your attention fo are below:

e Aftendance Contract Meetings.

A pupil is defined by the Department for Education as where an absence escalates and pupils miss
10% or more of school for any reason (ie below 90% attendance). This can be both authorised and


https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/newstead-primary-school/UploadedDocument/778a68a7-61bf-49dc-8225-dbcca4cbad59/19-attendance-policy.pdf
https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/newstead-primary-school/UploadedDocument/778a68a7-61bf-49dc-8225-dbcca4cbad59/19-attendance-policy.pdf

unauthorised absence. Absence at this level will cause considerable gaps in a child's education.
Schools are expected to put in place targeted support plan to support improved attendance. Parents
will be invited o attend a formal meeting called an 'Attendance Contract Meeting' as a support
method to improve attendance.

e Severe Absence

This is defined as pupils missing 50% or more of school. In these circumstances the attendance will
need a more intensive approach with support from outside agencies, such as an Early Help referral.

¢ Fixed Penalty Notices

The Department for Education has issued a new threshold of 10 sessions (5 days) of unauthorised
absence in a rolling period of 10 school weeks. The Local Authority may pursue cases of poor
attendance through the courts or the school could trigger a fixed penalty notice. This is why it is so
important you let us know the reasons for any absence as if you don't the absence is recorded as an
unauthorised absence.

PTA Annual General Meeting

The PTA annual general meeting (AGM) is to be held on Wednesday 27™
November 2024 at 1:30pm. Anyone is invited to join the PTA at this meeting
and hear about what has been achieved during the last year. Please come

along and support the PTA and if you have any fundraising ideas this
is a good opportunity to put your ideas forward.

PTA Christmas Fair
The PTA are busy organising the Christmas Fair that will be held on Wednesday 4™ December 2024.
More details will follow closer to the time. We will be having a raffle and a tombola stall, so if you

would like to donate anything towards these you can begin donating now.

Willersley Castle - Yr 5 and 6 residential.

All the Yr 5 and 6 children who wish to go on the residential trip to Willersley Castle have secured a
place. Just a reminder that the next installment of £50 is due by Friday 8™ November 2024 and the
remaining balance of £50 is due by the 13™ December 2024.

Willersley Castle Residential meeting
A meeting has been arranged for Monday 25™ November from 3:40pm.
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WILLERSLEY CASTLE

DERBYSHIRE

This will be a chance to hear what activities the children will be experiencing whilst on the
residential. We will also talk you through the kit list and what the children can and cannot take with
them. If you cannot attend, we will send you all the information after the meeting has taken place.



Year 6 SATs 2025

SATs for the current Year 6's will commence during the week of May 12™ 2025. These are statutory
tests and children MUST BE IN school to take them. Please do not book any HOLIDAYS or any
other events during this week.

Lost Property

We have lots of uniform left over again at the end of the half-term with no names in them.
PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE ensure every clothing item that your child has, including the separate
items in PE Kits, are named. If clothing is not named in permanent marker we struggle to find the

owner! If it is named, we generally manage to get it back to you.

30 Hours Childcare Provision

Newstead Primary School now offer up to 30 hours free childcare provision. If you, or you know

someone who may require childcare for 3-year-olds please ensure you either contact the school office
or look on our website for the information. We currently have spaces for anyone in or out of the
catchment area to access this provision.
https://www.newstead.notts.sch.uk/nursery-admissions-15-and-30-hours-childcare/

School office - 01623 753681

NEWSTEAD PRIMARY

AND NURSERY SCHOOL

FREE 30 HOUR CHILDCARE
FOR 3 AND 4 YEAR OLDS.

Call: 01623 753681. E-mail: office@newstead.notts.sch.uk
Visit: www.newstead.notis.sch.uk

Wraparound Childcare

If you require wraparound childcare before or after school, school link with Little Chicks Early start
club and after school Craft Club based at the Acacia Centre in Annesley. The provider is able to
drop children off at school and pick them up. Please click on the link below for further information
and the contact details of the provider.

https://www.newstead.notts.sch.uk/wraparound-childcare/



https://www.newstead.notts.sch.uk/nursery-admissions-15-and-30-hours-childcare/
https://www.newstead.notts.sch.uk/wraparound-childcare/

Together as One Collaboration.

Newstead Primary School is proud to be working with a formal collaboration of schools in the local
community known as ‘Together As One'. We are a group of five schools growing together with a
commitment to professional learning that enables life-transforming educational opportunities for
our pupils. The other schools within the collaboration are:
* Abbey Gates Primary
* Annesley Primary School

* Morven Park Primary School TOGETH ER AS
67D iR E

* Orchard Primary School
Our strategic plan is centred on three key priorities:
Priority 1: Children who are confident and resilient
learners, prepared for the future.
Priority 2: Staff who are valued and supported with
opportunities for growth.
Priority 3: Together we are aspirational, nurturing and forward looking.
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STRONGER COLLABORATION : STRONGER SCHOOLS

Parent Governors.

We currently have two parent vacancies on our governing body. If you think this
Parent Governor

is something that you might be interested in, you can always pop in and have Vacancy

a chat about what this role entails. I can put you in touch with some serving
parent governors for you to talk to and you could even come and

observe a governors meeting before committing to the role.


https://www.abbeygatesprimaryschool.co.uk/
https://www.annesleyprimaryschool.com/
https://www.morvenpark.co.uk/
https://www.orchard-pri.notts.sch.uk/

DO YOU QUALIFY FOR FREE SCHOOL DINNERS?
The government provides extra funding to schools for each child
who qualifies for free school meals. If your child is entitled to
Universal Free School Meals (Willow and Elm Classes) this DOES
NOT automatically trigger this funding it needs to be applied for.
This is simply done, over the phone, on the following number (0300
500 80 80) if you receive one of the following benefits. Parents of
children in Oak, Maple and Pine class can also apply for free school

meals using the same number.

Benefits: Fr ee (ﬂ

Income support School
Jobseekers allowance Meals
Are you entitled?

Employment support allowance
Child tax credit, provided you are not entitled to working tax
credit and have an annual income that does not exceed
£16,190
e Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act

1999
e Guarantee element of state pension credit.
e Universal Credit - your household income must be less than
£7.400 a vear.

UNIVERSAL FREE SCHOOL MEALS.

All children in Willow and Elm Class are entitled to a FREE school
lunch under the governments Universal Free School Meal Scheme.

SCHOOL DINNERS - Pine, Maple and Oak Class
School dinners cost £2.70 and MUST be paid for in
advance or on the days itself.

MILK
You must register online at www.coolmilk.com for your child to

receive milk. If your child is under 5 they will receive free milk
but you must still register them.



http://www.coolmilk.com/
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