Pine Class Autumn term 1 Newsletter 
Welcome back and welcome to a new year in Pine Class! We are looking forward to an exciting and busy half-term, with lots of engaging learning opportunities across the curriculum.

Curriculum 
In History, we will be exploring the fascinating world of the Ancient Greeks and investigating the question: What did the Ancient Greeks bring to the world? This topic will link closely with our Art lessons, where children will design and sculpt their own clay pots inspired by traditional Greek patterns and artwork. In English, our focus will be on character development. Children will develop their grammar and writing skills while exploring the Greek myth Theseus and the Minotaur. At the end of the unit, they will use their learning to write their own exciting story about defeating a monster. In Science, we will be learning about Forces and Magnets through a range of practical investigations and hands-on activities. In Maths, children will develop their arithmetic and reasoning skills through learning about place value, addition and subtraction, and multiplication and division. In Music, children will listen to, appraise, and perform music from the R&B genre. They will develop their understanding of rhythm through repetition and learn a variety of new songs. We are also very excited that the children will begin learning French as they enter Key Stage 2. They will learn how to introduce themselves, take part in simple conversations, and count to ten in French. In RE, we will explore how different religions and beliefs view life as a journey, approaching the topic in a sensitive and respectful way. In PSHE, our topic is ‘Me and My Relationships’. Children will discuss different feelings, the importance of rules, positive relationships, and how to understand and respect the viewpoints of others. In PE, children will be developing their skills in Gymnastics (Mrs Walsh) and Hockey (Mrs Musgrove). In hockey, they will learn how to hold the stick correctly, dribble with control, pass accurately, and work effectively as part of a team. In gymnastics, they will focus on travelling, balancing, and creating sequences and routines.

Working together at home

We greatly value your support at home, as regular reading and spelling practice play an important role in your child's progress. We encourage children to read at least three times each week and to practise the high-frequency words in the front of their reading diary, as well as any new spellings they are given. Making reading and spelling part of a regular home routine helps to build confidence, fluency and independence. Please remember to sign your child's reading diary when they read at home. Thank you for working with us to support your child's learning.
PE
PE will take place every Monday and Friday.  Please ensure that your child has the appropriate kit in school every day and has also removed any jewellery on this day.  

Thank you again for your continued support. 
Mrs. Walsh and Mrs. Musgrove 
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