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Welcome back! We hope you had a lovely Christmas spent with friends and family and are feeling refreshed and ready for the term ahead.
Although Pine Class has a few new changes this term, we hope you are just as excited as we are for what promises to be a busy and enjoyable few months. We are looking forward to all the learning and opportunities ahead.
This letter includes some useful information for the term. However, if you would like to discuss anything further, please feel free to pop in and speak to us at the end of any school day.
Curriculum
This term, our History topic is ‘What would you have done after school 100 years ago?’ Pupils will explore and compare everyday life from 100 years ago with life today, developing their understanding of how people’s lives have changed over time.
In Art, we will be learning about the Impressionist artist Edgar Degas. Children will study figure drawings before having the opportunity to create their own, developing and refining their artistic skills. Our Literacy lessons will continue to follow the Talk for Writing approach. The focus this term is on character, using the book Orian in the Dark as inspiration. Pupils will explore different aspects of character while strengthening their grammar, reading comprehension and oracy skills. In Computing, we will be learning about computing systems and networks, with a particular focus on collaborative network systems and online systems. During Music, children will develop their instrumental skills by exploring, practising, and performing using the glockenspiel. In French, we will be learning the nouns for family members, with a strong focus on speaking and verbal communication in French.
Within RE, we will develop a deeper understanding of how religious families and communities practise their faith, focusing on Christianity and Islam. In PSHE our focus is ‘Keeping Myself Safe’ which includes understanding the term ‘danger, risk and hazard’. In P.E., children will be developing and practising skills in gymnastics and rounders. 

Working together at home: 
· Reading at home – The children should be reading at least three times each week.  Please encourage your child to read at home, by making it part of their evening routine and sign their reading diary when they do.  

· Spellings – The children should continue to work their way through the high-frequency words outlined in the front of their reading diary and they will be given new spellings on Wednesday.  
P.E.:
PE will take place every Wednesday and Thursday. Please ensure that your child has the appropriate kit in school every day and has also removed any jewellery on this day. 

Swimming will also continue for year 4s on a Thursday afternoon. 

We really are looking forward to this term together. Thank you again for your continued support.

Mrs Musgrove and Mrs Walsh.
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