Willow Class Newsletter Spring 2026
Happy New Year!
We hope you have had a lovely Christmas and have enjoyed spending time together over the festive period. We are looking forward to a very busy Spring Term.
Our topic this term is science based called ‘Is it always dark at night?’. I have attached a topic web giving more information about weekly focus questions.

On Monday we will continue with our Forest school activities. Please ensure your child has wellies that will be left in school each term. A warm coat, hat and gloves may be required as the weather is still cold. We will be working towards all children being able to put on and zip up their own coats, please support them at home with this. 

PE will take place on Mondays and Fridays. PE kit should remain in school for the half term. Please ensure all items are labelled clearly as children are becoming more independent when changing. All earrings should be removed before school on these days or covered with plasters if they have been recently pierced. School policy is studs only – please no hoops.
On a daily basis, please could we ask for your child to only bring their book bag (reading diary & reading pouch), a water bottle and lunch box if necessary to school. No extra bags are needed as coat pegs get very cluttered. Thank you for your understanding.

I have been very impressed with all the children who have tried the school dinners and they seem to be going down well. 
Children under five are entitled to free milk if you have signed up for it on www.coolmilk.com
Your child can bring an additional snack for afternoon playtime – please ensure that this is a healthy snack such as fruit/yogurt etc (no chocolate/crisps) Fruit & cereal is provided daily.

Thank you for being patient with us at the end of the day, there are lots of children we need to pass safely to their parents and pass on messages/letters. 

Daily Reading
Daily reading is essential. Your child will be sent home with a decodable reading book which they will keep for the week. This is a phonics practise book and they will need to read it daily to practise segmenting and blending sounds taught during phonics sessions. Please sign your child’s diary to let me know you have listened to them read.  


Keywords Reading Challenge
Please check your child’s reading diary each week to practise the key words needed. Remembering these key words are really important when reading fluently and supports your child’s understanding of what they are reading.

Spelling Challenge
Children in Reception will initially practise letter formation in line with taught phonics and continue to practise segmenting to spell all the sounds in simple words. Your child will be challenged to learn to spell a number of Common Exception words/tricky words as the term progresses.  

I am truly delighted to have your child back in school and I know we are going to have a great year together. 

If you have any queries or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me by calling the school office, Class Dojo or by using my email: Willow@newstead.notts.sch.uk 
	
Mrs Morgan

